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DSO Principal Winds Kathy Farmer
and Rebecca Collins Featured on November Concert

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Our next DeKalb Symphony
Orchestra concert will be
Tuesday, November 17, and
will open with the ever-popu-
lar Academic Festival Over-
ture by Brahms. This piece
was composed in 1880 in ac-
knowledgement of the hon-
orary doctoral degree
awarded Brahms by the University of Breslau in Ger-
many.

While searching for undiscovered gems in the DSO
music library, I came across a work entitled 5 X 5 by
composer Robert Ward that deserves to be performed
more often. I have always been an admirer of his pow-
erful opera The Crucible and was gratified to discover
this orchestral piece existed. It was originally commis-
sioned in 1989 by the DSO to commemorate its 25th
anniversary. The intriguing title came about when the
composer completed the work and realized that he had
written 25 variations on a theme. Robert Ward is now 92
years old and lives in North Carolina; we are pleased to
honor his contribution to the music of our nation. Part
of the mission of the DSO is to support the creative en-
deavors of regional composers by giving them a “voice”
on our musical programs. Our cultural heritage is not a
museum but a living tradition in the making.

Next on the program we feature two DSO principal
wind players, Kathy Farmer and Rebecca Collins per-
forming a delightful “mini” concerto for flute and oboe

by Gustav Holst. The composer himself described A
Fugal Concerto as “the world’s shortest concerto.”
We are proud of the wonderful talent we have in this
orchestra and from time to time give individual
members the opportunity to come up front to share
their musical gifts with the audience.

Kathy and Rebecca will also be our guest artists at
our next Morning Musicale which will be at the De-
catur Library on Thursday, November 12, from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. They will demonstrate the distin-
guishing characteristics of their instruments and will
also perform some duets! Refreshments will be pro-
vided by the DSO Guild. We thank Guild members
for their time and effort in supporting the symphony
and its outreach programs. Thank you also to the De-
catur Library for hosting us.

The dramatic Symphony in D minor by César
Franck will complete the November concert pro-
gram. Although born in Belgium, Franck is consid-
ered a French composer who incorporated German
structural forms into his music. A respected organist
and composer, this is his only symphony and it was
completed in 1888 close to the end of his life. One of
the unusual features of the work is that it is con-
ceived in three movements instead of the usual four.
This is an amazing work where melodies continu-
ously transform from dark to light against the back-
drop of a rich harmonic language. In the finale,
Franck brings together themes from the previous
movements to create a cyclical unity.

We look forward to seeing you at our concert and
wish you a good holiday season!

Fyodor Cherniavsky



DeXKalb Symphony
Morning Musicale

Our next free Morning Musicale
will be
10:00 AM
Thursday, November 12, 2009

Decatur Library Auditorium
215 Sycamore Street

Featuring Rebecca Collins, oboe &

Kathy Farmer, flute
Hosted by Fyodor CherniavsKy

Former DSO Members at
work around the world

Former DSO 2nd trombonist Artie Haecker
is the Principal Trombonist for the Amman,
Jordan Symphony, and teaches at the
Amman Conservatory.

Former Principal Oboist James Sullivan is
now Principal Oboe in the Alabama Sym-
phony.

Fomer violinist in the DSO, Ken Ford per-
forms jazz around the globe on an electric
violin.

Former Principal Oboist Russ deL.una is
now in the San Francisco Symphony playing
English Horn and oboe.

In the Community

DSO cellist April Still just completed a seven
week run at Actors Express performing for the
musical Grey Gardens.

It is not too late to purchaseyour
Rest-of-the-Season Tickets

Only $95 for six great concerts!

Call 678.891.3565 for details.

Condolences

Condolences to DSO violist Richard Hood,
whose wife Loretta passed away on
November 2.

Loretta has been a tireless volunteer for the
DSO, working as assistant librarian and
serving as an usher for decades.







